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PARISH NEWS
RECTOR’S MESSAGE
It has been six months since a Biddulphs van made the long journey from Grahamstown
(Makhanda) to Rondebosch, delivering the Hunter family together with two dogs, boxes of
books and many belongings. On 13th February, Bishop Joshua Louw instituted and licensed me as your Rector and so began a new chapter in the “Hunter’s Herald” and “St
Thomas’ Tales”. After months of prayer and seeking guidance and discernment, I received
the invitation from the Bishop and your Parish Council as a calling from God to serve Him
in this Parish. It felt like nothing short of a miracle of God’s grace and an answer to prayer. What a joy and privilege it has been for me to be given such a warm welcome into this
church family. I look forward to many years ahead as we embark on an exciting, life giving
and enriching journey together in deepening faith and fellowship.
Arriving in a new parish always has its joys and challenges. Who would have thought that
we would still be functioning with Covid restrictions after so long?! Trying to get to know
and recognise people behind masks (and on occasion see the same faces but without
masks) and remember your names causes me to do some mental gymnastics. There are
many parishioners whom I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting in person as comorbidities and other reasons have prevented them from coming to church gatherings. We
have had to adjust our expectations around ‘going to church’ with an understanding that
the church is the people - a people who simply left the buildings during COVID lockdowns
and have had to re-learn ways to connect deeply with one another and God, and support
one another as the body of Christ.

We have had to learn to be flexible and juggle periods of no ‘in – person’ services, or limits
of 50, or limits of 100. We have had to learn to use technology to our advantage by
livestreaming services, producing YouTube videos for our children, and communicating
and staying connected via WhatsApp group, email or Zoom. Much of my pastoral work has
needed to be done via phone calls.
As the weeks and months of the global pandemic continue, the repercussions of this
strange upheaval are huge in terms of the economy, education, medical care, not to mention the overarching threat of the 3rd wave and rise in infections in the Western Cape. We
all know people who have been infected with the virus (including many of our own parishioners) as well as those who have lost loved ones as a result. In addition, this virus is
taking its toll on the mental and emotional well-being of many of us. People have experienced an increased sense of loneliness, social isolation, loss of income, anxiety, depression and rising levels of stress. Then of course, there are always the pressures each of us
faces as a result of our personal life circumstances. All these challenges are very real.
Perhaps there are days when we feel we are hanging on by the skin of our teeth - and we
call to the Lord for help and find comfort and courage from the Scriptures: “I am with you
always”, “I will never leave you nor forsake you”, “I will fear no evil for you are with me”.
Sometimes a timely phone call from a friend can be a lifesaver.

St Paul when writing to the Thessalonians, urges them to encourage the timid, help the
weak, be patient with everyone …always try to be kind to each other and everyone else. A
reminder to us of the ongoing importance to reach out to one another with love, prayer
and support.
He continues: Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thess 5: 14-18).
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RECTOR’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
Even though there is much to be disappointed, angry or fearful about, there is always something
for which to give thanks. When we remember the goodness of God, it lifts our spirits! Looking
back over this year I am thankful for (to name but a few): the compassion and generosity poured
out after the Fire; Our ‘Way of Love’ Lent course (Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest); Our
Visioning Day (to be continued); the miracle of funding to refurbish our Organ; the appointment of
Sonja Brasler as our Choir and Music Director; the Music group; our Inspire Teens and Children;
the Entrepeneurs Mini Market; the generous giving to charities; the start of our ‘Sundays @ 6
Conversations’, ‘Defend our Democracy’; the rebirth of our “Care for Creation” group; our special
acts of worship – Palm Sunday, Easter, Thy Kingdom Come, Pentecost, and most recently our
Patronal Festival with Bishop Joshua. Add to all this, every week I see people bring loaves of
bread to the office for distribution and I know that countless acts of pastoral care and kindness
take place behind the scenes.
I pray that as we step forward in faith into an unknown future, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit – our love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that we may
be able to discern what is best and be pure and blameless until the day of Christ…to the glory
and praise of God (Phil 1:9).
My love in Christ,
Claire

“… rolling with the changes…”
CHILDREN AND YOUTH –
OUR INSPIRED JOURNEY
Over the past 6 months we have developed fresh rhythms and
“rolled with the changes” as the saying goes. Youth ministry and
children’s ministry has had to adapt to the changes, regulations,
family, and life rhythms to function at its best. It seems to have
been one step forward two steps back as the various COVID -19
waves affects our gatherings. In all things we give God thanks
and praise. Our Junior Church teachers and volunteers have
been amazing and creative with our online presence and innovative YouTube lessons on a Sunday during the lockdown. Our inperson Sunday morning lessons with the children are meaningful
and bless all involved as we embrace the sense of community and
togetherness with children and families. Teen ministry has been
a bit stop-start but it blesses my heart to see young people coming
to church, reading at the lectern, leading prayers, and assisting
with our Facebook livestream on a Sunday morning. I can truly
say St Thomas Church is a community that loves God and love the
closeness of community. I am reminded of how the Israelites
journeyed together, through the wilderness. As we read the Exodus journey into the Promised Land: the journey was not easy,
the journey required a united effort, the journey had triumphs
and failing, and finally, the journey was with one another and
with God. God was with his people then and I believe He is with
us as a church now. I believe the journey for us at Inspire Junior
Church and Teens is best captured in pictures. Do enjoy our moments together.
Jeremy Smith
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Winter morning sunrise July 2021

A New Vision for St Thomas’s
A Vision Statement is a sentence or short paragraph that succinctly describes the
goals of an organisation. It states what you are trying to build and serves as a
touchstone for future actions. It is written to cover a 5 to 10 year period and gets
revisited when major changes take place. The arrival of a new Rector in a parish is
one such major change! One of Rev. Claire’s early aims at St Thomas’s was to develop a vision statement for her time with us. She wished the statement to reflect
the collective vision of the entire parish and to this end, a Visioning Morning was
organised for 17 May 2021. It was attended by the Parish Council, lay ministers
and anyone else who had an interest in the way forward for St Thomas’s! The session was facilitated by Rev. Chris Ahrends who had planned a series of activities
designed to lead us through a ‘Reconnect, Recommit and Revision’ process. It was
a time of reminiscing over past successes, being grateful for current blessings and
being inspired by future possibilities. It is remarkable how our work that morning in
very diverse and constantly changing groups led to four very clear strategic areas
on which to focus our collective attention:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The spiritual, theological and worship life of the parish
The use, development and significance of the parish precinct
The growth and development of the parish family
The mission and development of the parish’s outreach.

A further morning of similar collaborative work will be held on 18 September to
develop detail in each of these areas and to finally produce a Vision Statement
(watch this space!). The morning was a great success and participants left with
hearts full of hope for the future of our beloved St Thomas’s. Our thanks to Rev.
Claire and Rev. Ahrends for the opportunity to be present for this process and for a
morning of work that most certainly did not feel like work!
Anne Stevens

THE VISION JOURNEY
Helen Keller w as o nce ask ed:
“What is worse than being blind?”
She crisply replied: “Having eyesight, but no vision!”
Your vision will become clear only
when you can look into your own
heart. Who looks outside, dreams;
who looks inside, awakes.
(Carl Jung)
We must be willing to let go of the
life we have planned
so as to have the life
that is waiting for us
(Joseph Campbell)
What is faith? It is the confident
assurance that something we want
is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we
cannot see it up ahead. 2 People of
God in days of old were famous for
their faith.
(Hebrews Chapter 11)
God of all,
We yearn to know our true humanity; our one community;
our common heritage and shared
destiny.
We long to hear you tell us:
“Rise up, let your souls live! Never
choose darkness, discouragement.
Welcome the clear light of love and
the vision of hope that never dies.”
(Brother Roger of Taize)
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WELCOME TO NEWCOMERS TO ST THOMAS’S
2021 NEWCOMERS TO ST THOMAS’S
Margie Brown, Sonja and Anja Brasler, Geovany Andre,
Aphiwe Mame, Jenny Reynolds, Nuala Moore, Lynn
Wostenholm, Azubuike, Dolly, Chisimdi, Kamsiyochukwu and
Chimerika Okonkwo, Nathan Graham, Moses Mandeya.
What a joy it is to welcome these lovely new people to our
parish! Thank you Lord for growing our church family!

Welcome to the Family of God at St Thomas’s
Rondebosch—we hope you feel at home!
FIKELELA TEDDIES FOR SICK CHILDREN
Mrs SuNgo Young and Gail Hallett regularly supply us with these knitted
teddies which we pass on to Dr Louise Cooke at Somerset Hospital. They
are used in the Occupational Therapy department and as gifts on special
occasions. Recently the teddies were given to chidren who had been on a
nutritional rehabililation. Very sadly the hospital staff are seeing many
malnourished children now as the impact of COVID drags on but Dr Louise
says it is very rewarding for them to see the children’s personalities return by the end of the programme. The children’s mothers were so grateful for the teddy gift each child received. Thank you Mrs Young and Gail!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY !
Our Patronal Festival was held on 1 August. In 2020 we were in lockdown and missed this special day, so we had two years’ worth of blessings to celebrate! Bishop Joshua made space in his diary for us for the
second year in a row and, fortunately, restrictions were lifted just a
week before our service. This was also Bishop Joshua and Joan Louw’s
welcome to St Thomas’s. The service was an uplifting event involving
children with bright flags, beautiful choral music and an inspiring message. For the first time since March 2020 we were able to enjoy a cup
of tea and beautiful cupcake (thanks to Denise Woodman!) together
after the service which left many of us looking forward to more opportunities to enjoy the fellowship that is so much a part of St Thomas’.

CELEBRATION COLLAGE! Photo credit to Janet Thompson—thank you!

The Feast of
St Thomas
This special day was originally celebrated on 21 December but was moved to
3 July in 1969 to allow for
celebration that is not part
of Advent activities. St
Thomas is best known for
the interaction with Christ
that led to the moniker
“Doubting Thomas” but, as
Bishop Joshua told us in
his sermon, this could also
be “Brave Thomas”. After
Christ’s death, Thomas left
Galilee to preach the Gospel and travelled all the
way to Southern India. He
is credited with starting the
Christian Church in India
and died there in 53 AD.
Brave indeed!
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Care for Creation
The home that God has given us is
in CRISIS! In our inaugural Sunday@6 Conversation on the 13th of
June, world renowned speaker and
environmental expert, Rev. Dr Rachel Mash, presented the latest
environmental facts and figures.
The bottom line is that the next 10
years are critical in terms of our
becoming sustainably aware, active
and responsible citizens, and preserving our environment.
So, what can each of us do, in the
face of such an enormous task?
These are a number of activities
you can support right here at St
Thomas’s: Join the Liesbeek River
Clean-up Project (contact Peter
Hyslop). Recycle (all domestic recycling can be delivered to St
Thomas’s on the last Sunday of
every month). Join or start a sustainable food group. Educate ourselves on environmental issues.
Get involved in the Spekboom Project
What is St Thomas’s itself doing?
Systematically replacing all our
light bulbs with energy efficient
bulbs; refraining from the use of
heaters in winter; building a thermal compost heap to naturally
nourish our soil and plants; avoiding the use of any chemicals or hormones in our grounds, and using
our several water tanks and borehole responsibly.

How are you caring for creation,
one step at a time in the right direction? We would love to hear
and encourage each other. This is
not optional; God has commanded
us to take responsibility for our
earth!
Tim Westwood
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ELEPHANTS IN THE KOINONIA ROOM
September is Care for Creation
Month and we are so excited to present a midweek Evening Series called
ELEPHANTS IN THE KOINONIA
ROOM! We all know the expression
“the elephant in the room” - well one
of our young parishioners encouraged
us to TALK about our CREATION IN
CRISIS. We put out an appeal for
parishioners to come forward to do
10 minutes presentations on any topic that encourages us to tackle and
educate around CARING FOR CREATION. The response has been so encouraging!

with discussion each week. We really
hope you will commit to join us on
the 4 Wednesdays beginning 8th September in the Koinonia room or the
Church if necessary.

We will meet on Wednesday evenings
7.30—9 pm to hear 3 presentations

SUNDAYS@6 CONVERSATION
SUNDAY 12th September 6– 7.30 pm
Meet the Man behind the Music of the AWARD WINNING film
MY OCTOPUS TEACHER
Jeremy Smith will be in conversation with KEVIN SMUTS!
BOOKINGS ARE OPEN.
Friends and family very welcome.

TAIZE WITH CREATION IN MIND
The final theme of Care for Creation Sundays in September is PRAY AND ACT
FOR OUR COMMON HOME.
Join us on Sunday EVENING on 26th September as you end a lovely long weekend to spend an hour in prayer and meditation for our groaning planet and for
all those who are striving to educate and act to minimise climate change and for
better lifestyle choices.
We will move from deep penitence to hopefulness.
SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER—CREATION TAIZE SERVICE AT 6 PM

MEET OUR MUSIC TEAM
Okonkwo Azubuike or ‘Zuby’ is from the Eastern part of Nigeria. He grew up the
child of an Anglican priest and started singing at the age of 15. Zuby sang with All Saints
Church, St George's Cathedral in Bompai, Kano in Nigeria before coming to SA where he
joined the St Paul’s Church Choir (Rondebosch) more than ten years ago. Zuby currently
lives in Melkbosstrand with his wife and three gorgeous daughters. He has a career in
fashion designs and car sales.
Lucia Earl has been a m em ber of St Thom as sin ce 1975 w hen she star ted at
Sunday School, followed by the youth group and into adulthood. She grew up with music
(mostly classical) and from a very early age was taken to symphony concerts, choral
works and operas. Lucia has been a member of a choir all her life and currently sings in
the Symphony Choir of Cape Town. Her work as a tour guide can be very demanding and
she finds music to be a comfort and solace. Belonging to the St Thomas music group is a
joy to Lucia and she is excited for the path ahead with our wonderful director of music,
Sonja. In Lucia’s own words: “The only thing better than singing, is more singing!”
Aphiwe Mame sin gs the Alto or Sopr an o par ts in the St Thom as m u sic gr ou p.
Their singing career started in the school choir at Kingswood College in Makhanda
(Grahamstown) and has included singing with Cathedral Choir (Makhanda), Rhodes University Choir, South African Youth Choir and Makhanda Kwantu Choir. Aphiwe joined St
Thomas in March this year and has been an integral part of the music group since. They
have a career in journalism and the creation of digital content and are currently studying
their Masters in Global Media at UCT.
Anja Brasler is a Gr ade 9 pu pil at Her schel Gir ls School w her e she is a m em ber of the Herschel Chorale, the school orchestra and various school ensembles. Anja
plays the violin and she has also been taking singing lessons since she joined the Senior
School. Anja has been a chorister at the St George’s Cathedral Evensong choir since she
was 8 years old! Anja loves horses, art, photography, reading, hiking and knitting crafts.
Sonja Brasler teaches m u sic at Her schel Pr epar ator y School an d she is the
organist and choir mistress at St Thomas Church. She enjoys choral music and sings in
the St George’s Cathedral Evensong and Chamber Choirs, as well as the Audivi Vocal Ensemble, a small group that specializes in Early Music. She has directed and accompanied
the St Francis (Simon’s Town) parish choir for two Songs of Praise concert ventures with
Richard Cock in 2010 and 2014, after which she accepted the position of Organist and
Choirmaster at St Paul’s Church (Rondebosch). Sonja is very excited to be part of the energetic and enthusiastic music ministry team at St Thomas!
Tuntunlade Ademodi Oluwole or ‘Tuntun’ is a Master of Public Health (MPH) and
is currently seeking to take on a PhD in the same area. Her family relocated to Rondebosch in February 2019 and discovered St Thomas when on an evening walk. Tuntun
was a chorister in the Student Christian Movement Choir and also at the Bishop Odutola
Memorial Anglican Church in Nigeria. She loves the harmony singing and dedication by
the members of the St Thomas music group and also enjoys sewing and surfing the internet.
Rev.Claire Nye Hunter w as tau ght to play the r ecorder by her m other w hen
she was very young. She started violin lessons in Grade 6, but upon moving to Pietersburg (Polekwane) in Grade 9, she had to continue on her own as there was no music
teacher in town! She also learned to play the guitar at the request of her father (a parish
Rector) when choruses were introduced at his church, as the organist flatly refused to
play them. In Claire’s own words: “As you will notice, I love to worship the Lord with
song and through playing musical instruments. But please, do not call me a musician!! I
am enthusiastic though not accomplished!”

So calling everyone out there – no matter how young or old you are - if you play a musical
instrument we would love you to bring it along to enrich our life of worship! – Rev. Claire
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ENTREPRENEURS’ MINI-MARKET
Our Entrepreneurs’ mini market was initiated some three months ago and has become part of our St Thomas fellowship outside of formal worship. The last Saturday of each month brings us a chance to have a steaming coffee, share
some carrot cake, purchase the homemade pickled onions, stock the freezer with frozen goodies, and buy organic
dog food!
The initial thrust of the market was to provide a forum for those in the parish who wanted to develop a second revenue stream, displaying home made products and services. Moreover, the opportunity was seen to involve the parish
in the broader Rondebosch community, to become a hub once a month for engagement with friends and neighbours.
The market is also seen as a platform for other vendors to be involved, hopefully those with little access to the formal
sector. The market is not a church fundraiser, but the table rentals do help cover some of the few overheads.
Having seen that there is growing interest and participation, we hope to grow the market as we move into the summer
months. We have seen steady growth in the number of vendors participating, and a gentle swelling of the foot traffic
of our community. The more serious behind-the-scenes work starts now as we look to publicise the event in the various community forums and social media.
We invite suggestions, ideas, and any other participation from the parish to grow the market into a hub of community
engagement.

Hugh Nourse

MARVELLOUS MILESTONES
Elizabeth Fullard celebr ated her 80 th birthday during July. She has been isolating during the pandemic but had
a super time celebrating her birthday with her daughter and family at their holiday house at the Quaggaspoort Dam
near Worcester. An even more special milestone was celebrated by Gladys Brice as she turned 90! Gladys received
flowers from overseas, had dinners and teas with special friends and says that she was thoroughly spoiled in a round
of celebrations that seemed to last a week! We could fortunately acknowledge Gladys as we were in church over that
time. Andre and Jess Swart were thrilled to announce the birth of precious Hannah on the 13th of July. She arrived
at a healthy 3.6 kg and they are looking forward to bringing her up in faith at St Thomas’s. Geoff and Mary Burton
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on 15 July. They were married in St Paul’s Anglican Church in Sao Paulo,
Brazil (in English!). Geoff and his mother travelled to Brazil by ship for the occasion and he had to depend on Mary’s
brother and some friends to be
his supporters. Mary has noted that they have been members of St Thomas ever since –
we are blessed to have had you
amongst us all these years,
Mary and Geoff!
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